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tience. I lost my vote by moving to New Haven, and was
contented to let it go that way. In 1876 I was of the same
opinion about the South. If I had been asked what I wanted
done, I should have tried to describe just what Mr. Hayes
did do after he got in. I therefore voted for Mr. Tilden for
President. In 1880 I did not vote. In 1884 I voted as a
Mugwump for Mr. Cleveland. In 1888 I voted for him on
the tariff issue/*
A distinguished American economist, who is well
acquainted with Professor Sumner's work, has kindly
given us the following estimate of his method and
of his position and influence as a public teacher:
"For exact and comprehensive knowledge Professor Sumner
is entitled to take the first place in the ranks of American
economists; and as a teacher he has no superior. His leading
mental characteristic he has himself well stated in describing
the characteristics of his former teachers at Gtfttingen; namely,
as 'bent on seeking a clear and comprehensive conception of
the matter or "truth" under study, without regard to any
consequences whatever,' and further, when in his own mind
Professor Sumner is fully satisfied as to what the truth is, he
has no hesitation in boldly declaring it, on every fitting occa-
sion, without regard to consequences. If the theory is a
* spade,' he calls it a spade, and not an implement of hus-
bandry. Sentimentalists, followers of precedent because it is
precedent, and superficial reasoners find little favor, therefore,
with Professor Sumner; and this trait of character has given
him a reputation for coldness and lack of what may be called
'humanitarianism,' and has rendered one of his best essays,
*What Social Classes Owe to Each Other/ almost repulsive in
respect to some of its conclusions. At the same time, the
representatives of such antagonisms, if they are candid, must
admit that Professor Simmer's logic can only be resisted by
making their reason subordinate to sentiment. Professor
Sumner is an earnest advocate of the utmost freedom in re-